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 “노동은…사용가치를 낳는 어머니로서 그 사회형
태가 무엇이든 그것과는 무관하게 인간의 존재조
건이며 인간과 자연사이의 물질대사를 매개하고 
그리하여 인간의 생활을 매개하기 위한 자연필연
성”(자본론) 

 “기술에 대한 비판적 역사는 18세기의 발명들 중 
어느 것을 보더라도 개인의 단독적인 업적이 얼마
나 사소한 것인가를 보여 주었다고 하겠다”(자본론) 

























































 IP as commodity form  rooted in circulation – getting 
immaterial goods and services to market 

 IP as revenue category  as means of appropriating & 
redistributing surplus value, especially as intellectual 
labour gets separated from material production 
  IP penetrates into labour process as formal and/or 

real 
subsumption (work-for-hire, smart machines, expert 
systems) to appropriate absolute and/or relative s/v 
  IP as primitive accumulation (by dispossession) 
  IPR as commodity fetishism as legitimation of 

profitoriented, market-mediated knowledge-based 
economy 

  Contradiction between use- and exchange-value 
aspects of the commodity form and its elaborations 



Role of intellectual property and IPR become more 
important, more that 

• capital accumulation depends on valorization of 
knowledge, 

• intellectual labour is commodified, 

• intellectual production involves long gestation 
periods high fixed costs, 

• distinct fractions, branches, or enterprises come 
to specialize in intellectual production for the 
market, and 

• there is a secondary market in titles to revenue 
flows from intellectual property. 



 IPRs become essential to overall organization of 

capitalist production in an age of specialization 
and inimical to overall dynamic of accumulation  

 they undermine operation of intellectual 
commons  as a „free gift of human nature‟ or a 

„universal productive force‟ available for 
appropriation and exploitation by each and every 

capital at each and every point in circuit of capital 



• Social source of creativity vs substitutable 

factor of production 

• Use-value versus exchange-value 

• Intellectual commons versus intellectual 

property 

 – Want free input versus want to charge for 
output 

 – Problem of anti-commons (search costs, 
transaction costs, multiple-marginalization 
and royalty-stacking) 



  Guarantee of the average rate of profit versus 

monopoly privilege facilitating super profits 

  Technological rents generated by new 

knowledge disappear when latter generalized – 

if they can be generalized or invented around 

  Leads to search for new institutional and 

juridical solutions that balance contradictions 

and dilemmas, without ever removing them 

 They are inherent in knowledge in profitoriented, 

market-mediated economy 


