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In South Korea, the prevalence of plastic surgery among women in their twenties peaks
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In a remarkable essay on Foucault’s work, Di Vittorio shows that, in the name

of public health, a body of “medical—administrative” knowledge within medicine
developed to manage social danger as a pathological risk. Insofar as the
discourse was centered on danger, this science of social danger became the
springboard for medicalization or, as Castel (1983) would put it, the social
control of undesirable behaviors.
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At that point, we often see medicamentation accompanied by a more private, individual

withdrawal from society. In connection with the ‘mad rush towards economic

globalization’, Gori and Volgo (2005) remind us that hyper—consumerism actually

contributes to the fact that a failure to be is transformed into a failure to have.
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